




















The first Clay County School Commissioner

As aleader in education, Doniphan’s name appears as trustee of a number of
early schools in Missouri.

William Jewell College
Doniphan is among honored founders, educators and philanthropists.

He joined with Major Alvin Lightburne and others as founders of William
Jewell College in Liberty, Missouri, more than 160 years ago.

Fort Leavenworth Hall of Fame

Alexander Doniphan is one of nine distinguished pre-Civil War honorees
who share placement on this Hall of Fame with General Douglas MacArthur,
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, General Colin L. Powell, General William
C. Westmoreland and other distinguished military leaders. Doniphan was the
Brigade Commander in the Missouri State Militia during the Mexican
American War. His brigade, including Clay County Militia, marched more
than 5,500 miles and fought three important battles - Brazito, Sacramento
and El Paso - conquering the states of Mexico and Chihuahua.

A Missouri Legislator of the Whig Party

Elected to represent Clay County in 1836, 1840 and 1854, Doniphan was
instrumental in organizing Caldwell and Daviess counties. He is also
credited as a leading force in facilitating the Platte Purchase.

Washington Peace Conference

Doniphan was appointed by President Abraham Lincoln as a delegate to the
conference in 1861.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

As Brigadier General of the Clay County Militia, serving during the
Mormon War of 1838, he refused a direct order to execute Joseph Smith, Jr.,
founder of the Church, his brother Hyrum and five other Church leaders,
thus saving their lives. During the following months, Joseph and Hyrum
Smith and four other Church leaders were held in the Liberty jail awaiting
trial. The charges against them proved to be false and they were allowed to
escape and reunite with their families.



